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DAYF  

Won 

 

 

15 March at 1.  

 

10 May – What got you started? 

14 June – Is there an unusual family saying? 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 3RD WEDNESDAY 

15 Feb at 1.30p 

 

 

15 March at 1.30pm – A.G.M. 

Newsletter of Wonthaggi Genealogy Inc. – August 2018 

COFFEE MORNINGS                                        

2nd WEDNESDAY of the Month  

10am for 10:30 start – 12 noon.                   

August 8th – Cancelled 

September 12th – Open topics 

 October 10th – DNA 

November 7th - TBA 

December 5th – Christmas Break-up 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2nd WEDNESDAY 

every 2nd month, starting February 14th 

This year at W.G.I., Committee meetings 

will be held at 1pm followed at 2:30pm by 

a Membership meeting. At this meeting 

members will be given a report of the 

committee meeting, be given the 

opportunity to ask questions and give 

suggestions. As the Committee will only 

be meeting every 2nd month suggestions 

will either be held over until the next 

meeting, a Special meeting called or 

maybe dealt with by email          

August Meeting - deferred 

September 19th – 1pm Committee 

Meeting                                                       

2:30pm - Membership Meeting 

 

FROM THE DESK 

August has arrived and today as I sit here and see 

that ”Windy Wonthaggi” is really living up to its 

name, I understand why most of the Committee 

and a number of our members have left for 

warmer climates. 

It has been a busy few months with a number of 

our members going to Sale for the Family History 

Expo.  Two of us went to the Genealogical Society 

of Victoria A.G.M. to hear what Family History 

Societies around Victoria are doing. 

A few weeks ago members attended a Scottish 

Ancestry Workshop at Leongatha. 

We had a wonderful time designing posters for 

Family History Month. 

These are being displayed in the front window of 

the Library along with an invitation for everyone 

to access our knowledge and computers on 

Wednesday, 1st. August. 

The design skills of some of our members is 

wonderful and it’s really worth taking the time to 

view these posters.  

It is always so heartwarming to see how everyone 

is ready to contribute to whatever is happening 

and my very sincere thanks to all the volunteers 

on the roster and all our other members who are 

so accommodating. 

 

Anne Bevis 

President 

 

 

 

 

SCATTERED GENES 
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A big thank you goes to Kimberley Neave for giving WGI such a great wrap on 

ABC Talkback Radio. Kimberley rang in to ‘The conversation hour with John 

Faine” as the subject was DNA and genealogy in general. Kimberley told John 

Faine that she usually visits W.G.I. twice weekly because it is the best, or one 

of the best, Genealogy groups in Victoria. Thank you Kimberley 

Ach – Hand over to new Commit                              

 

 

Another member who deserves our thanks is Margaret Ritchie. 

In Margaret’s own words. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY DAY WITH BASS COAST COMMUNITY HEALTH – ARTHRITIS GROUP 

      Some time ago, I was asked to speak on Family History to the Bass Coast Community 

Health Arthritis Group having been part of this group for some years. I knew a formal talk was 

out of the question as many of the members are older and have problems concentrating for any 

length of time. I thought the easiest thing to do would be to get the group involved in trying to 

find their own Family History. 

      In June I attended the meeting armed with a simple blank tree which I gave every-one a 

copy and asked them to fill in as far back as they could go. It only went back to Great Great 

Grandparents. No one was able to go back further than their Grandparents but we had a lot of 

fun getting that far. 

      Because every-one enjoyed the afternoon so much, I was asked if I would be willing to 

attend again the next month and members were given the task of finding out something about 

their families that they didn’t previously know. 

 

      I went back for the second meeting and there were some very surprising finds. 

 

      One beautiful lady opened a tin she had found in her mothers’ “things” when her mother 

passed away and as this lady was in her eighties, I couldn’t help but wonder how long ago that 

was. In this tin was a beautifully made COMPLETE family tree back to before the family 

arrived in Australia in the 1830’s. She didn’t know how to read it. We studied it together and I 

was amazed to find that she was a direct descendant of Edward Henty, the explorer. There 

was also a booklet which had been printed many, many years ago on his early life in the 

colony. What a find!!!!!!! 

 

      Our second find was that one lady found her Great Great Grandfather was Jewish and his 

family had lived in the Spitafields area of London and had attended the same synagogue all 

their lives. She was able to follow their lives on line and manage to trace them back to 1504. 

WOW. When her Great Great Grandfather arrived in Melbourne he was only one of only 41 

Jewish people in the city. 

 

Every-one in attendance had found something about their family and most were looking 

forward to finding more. 

 

      Maybe we will get some visitors to the rooms seeking help. I hope so. 

 

Thank you Margaret for spreading the world of genealogy. We know all your talks are equally well 

received.  
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W.G.I. has in its Lost Property a selection of records, as well as several 

BDM’s that may, or may not, belong to the same researcher. Surnames 

include Collins, Brown, Hill, Hore and Andrews. If you recognize any of these 

names please check out the Lost Property shelf (found under the sign – in 

book). 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

W.G.I. was very pleased to have Lambis Englezos O.A. as a guest speaker. Lambis had a small, 

but enthralled audience. Lambis was a wonderful speaker and the details of his persistent and 

often frustrating journey to find, and then identify, the Australian soldiers buried at Polygon Wood 

following the battle at Fromelles was quite a tale.  A big thank you to all those involved in making 

the day such a success.  

A very special thank you to Jim Bevis for travelling to Leongatha, on the 

morning, to pick up a generator (power company decided the 11th was a 

good day to do maintenance) so that Lambis’ talk could go ahead. 

Member Joan Woolfe had a query about her husband’s Great Grandfather 

lost at the battle of Fromelles and was delighted with the information 

Lambis found for her. One very happy lady. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ancestry and Findmypast have added some new index’s and Parish registers that may help in 

your research. Visit these sites regularly as both these sites are constantly updating their records 

and more information is coming online all the time. W.G.I. subscribes to both these sites, 

therefore are free for you to use. 

Ancestry.com  

London, England, City Directories, 1736-1943. 

Victoria, Australia, Death index, is now extended until 1988. 

Victoria, Australia, Marriage index is now extended until 1950. 

 

Findmypast  

A collection of Durham registers and records consisting of baptism, marriage and burials covering 

14 parishes as well as a guide to the “Antiquities of Sunderland and vicinity”. 

Scotland Jacobite Histories 1715 – 1745. 

Greater London Burial index – Transcripts. 

 

 

 

For those seeking ancestors that lived in Co. Clare, Roots Ireland have added some new records, 

www.clare.rootsireland.ie 

These contain Church of Ireland Registers as well as some Roman Catholic Marriages and some 

Civil Death Registers. Worth a look. Rootsireland.ie is a paid site.                                                        

N.B. W.G.I. does not have a paid subscription for this site. 

 

 

http://www.clare.rootsireland.ie/
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          I hope this applied to the males as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      An ancient language. 

 

 

 

 

GENEALOGY POX 

SYMPTOMS:  

1. Continual complaints as to the need for 

names, dates and places.                                                                      

2.  Patient has a blank expression, sometimes 

deaf to spouse and children.                                                                 

3. Has no taste for work of any kind except 

feverishly looking through records at libraries.                                    

4. Has a compulsion to write letters.                                                                                                                       

5. Very angry at mailperson when there is no 

mail.                                                                                                

6. Frequents strange places such as cemeteries, 

ruins and remote country areas.                                                       

7. Makes secret night calls and hides phone 

bills.                                                                                            

8.  Mumbles to self and has a strange faraway 

look in eyes. 

TREATMENT: Medication is useless. Disease is 

not fatal but gets progressively worse. Patient 

should attend workshops, subscribe to genie 

magazines and be given a quiet corner in the 

house to be alone. 

 

President: Anne Bevis 

Vice President: Peter Brown 

Treasurer: Pam Harrison 

Secretary: Marj. Scarse 

Committee Members: Bob Tyler,             

John Jacobs, Gail Adie and                           

Glenys Dempsey. 

August is Family History Month 

 On Wednesday, August 1st            

10am-5pm there will be free 

research for non-members. 

Please let family and friends 

know. 

Check out our display on the 

window of the library. 

Thank you to those members 

that made posters. 

                

During the Middle Ages talkative women were 

punished by being forced to wear metal cages 

on their heads 


