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AN ITALIAN WELCOME BACK DINNER 

When: Wednesday, February 7, 2018                                          

Time: 6pm – 8pm                                                                 

Where: Town Hall Foyer.                                                           

For Members and their partners 

Please bring a main course or dessert with an Italian 

flavour. Pizza, Pasta, Lasagne, Tiramisu, Cannoli etc. 

There will be a list in the Research Room to add your 

preference 

Salad will be supplied 

Reheating facilities available 

BYO Alcohol is permitted 

Those that attended last year had a great night so come 

along and enjoy the company.                                                     

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Vale Joan Mitchell     7.1.2018 

Joan joined W.G.I. in July, 1999. While Joan had not been into the 

research room for many years she was very involved in compiling many of the records that we 

have at W.G.I. today R.I.P and thank you Joan. 
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FROM THE DESK,                                  

February 2018 
 

Welcome back for 2018. We are looking 
forward to the New Year commencing 
with the “Welcome Back Dinner” at the 
Town Hall foyer on Wednesday, February 
07.  
Hopefully all the things we have planned 
for this year will come to fruition.  
We note with sadness the death of one 
of the early members of Wonthaggi 
Genealogy, Joan Mitchell, and we give 
thanks to all our previous members and 
the magnificent work that they have 
done in establishing a wonderful facility 
for us to continue our research.  
Having visited many Genealogy groups, 
both here and interstate, I am aware of 
how fortunate we are. Most are open for 
a few hours one day a week, whereas we 
have a wonderful group of volunteers to 
keep our rooms open three days a week. 
Our council has been so generous in 
providing a facility for our use, and with 
so many computers offering different 
websites to pursue your family history, 
and a large library with a variety of 
topics to research, we are very lucky. It 
is all due to the very hard work of our 
previous and current members. We give 
thanks.  
 
Anne Bevis  
President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCATTERED GENES 

W.G.I. also heard 

of the death of 

Gwen Hepburn    

28-08-2017            

Gwen joined W.G.I 

in 2002 - 2008. 

W.G.I. was told 

that Gwen was 

responsible for the 

wonderful school 

records that we 

use today 

RIP Gwen 

mailto:secretary@wonthaggigenealogy.org.au
http://www.wonthaggigenealogy.org.au/
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn6.bigcommerce.com/s-b8irh/products/126/images/397/australian_native_wildflower_bouquet__92524.143942__91222.1494328009.1280.1280.jpg?c%3D2&imgrefurl=http://www.pflowers.com.au/wildflower-bouquet/&docid=-PXtzmBrKpdexM&tbnid=3m2MGzyRh5TocM:&vet=10ahUKEwjxgpSHsszYAhWBp5QKHQohCPAQMwjIASgdMB0..i&w=365&h=365&hl=en&bih=783&biw=1440&q=funeral flowers&ved=0ahUKEwjxgpSHsszYAhWBp5QKHQohCPAQMwjIASgdMB0&iact=mrc&uact=8
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DAYF  

Won 

 

 

15 March at 1.  

 

10 May – What got you started? 

14 June – Is there an unusual family saying? 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 3RD WEDNESDAY 

15 Feb at 1.30p 

 

 

15 March at 1.30pm – A.G.M. 

22 March – Hand over to new Committee if needed 

17 May at 1.30pm 

  

 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 2ND WEDNESDAY               

10 am for 10:30 start – 12 Noon 

February 14th –Various name spellings 

March 14th – Re-visiting information 

April 11th – Using indexes 

May 9th – DNA 

June 13th – Family papers 

July 11 – TBA  

August 8th – TBA 

September 12th – TBA 

October 10th – TBA 

November 7th - TBA 

December 5th – Christmas Break-up 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2nd WEDNESDAY 

every 2nd month, starting February 14th 

This year at W.G.I., Committee meetings will 

be held at 1pm followed at 2:30 pm by a 

Membership meeting. At this meeting 

members will be given a report of the 

committee meeting, be given the opportunity 

to ask questions and give suggestions. As the 

Committee will only be meeting every 2nd 

month suggestions will either be held over 

until the next meeting, a Special meeting 

called or maybe dealt with by email. 

Feb 14th – 1pm Committee Meeting       

2:30pm – Membership Meeting    

April – 11th A.G.M at 1:30pm All Welcome 

June 13th -1pm Committee Meeting    2:30pm - 

Membership Meeting 

August 8th - 1pm Committee Meeting    

2:30pm - Membership Meeting 

October 10th -1pm Committee Meeting    

2:30pm - Membership Meeting  

 

                    

 

Items of Special Interest 

April 21st - V.A.F.H.O. will be at Sale. 

Any members wanting to attend, or 

able to transport others, will find a list 

in the sign in book. 

June 13th – There will be a Scottish 

Ancestry Workshop at Leongatha. Any 

members wanting to attend, or able to 

transport others, will find a list in the 

sign in book. 

July 11th – 1:30pm – Talk by Lambis 

Englezos (See page 3) 

August 15 (TBC) – Bus to Immigration 

Museum or Old Treasury Museum. 

 

 

Please don’t forget 

that we are having a trial of 'My 

Heritage from January ‘till 

March. 

From April ‘till June our trial 

subscription will be ‘The 

Genealogist Gold subscription’ 

If using these sites please fill in 

the available forms letting us 

know what you think. 
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W.G.I. is very pleased to have Lambis Englezos O.A. as a 

guest speaker, July 11th at 1:30pm. Venue has not been decided as yet. 

Lambis researched the history of the battle at Fromelles and 

subsequently discovered the bodies of missing soldiers. He will 

talk on his research, the search for the missing soldiers and 

their identification. Poster for more information on the notice                

board.  

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Some interesting facts about Divorce found in the N.S.W Government State Records. 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Useful Definitions                                                                                                                                            

Decree Nisi – initial conditional grant of divorce                   Decree Absolute – final grant of divorce.                                                

If the Court found grounds for divorce a decree nisi was granted. If the decree nisi was not rescinded or 

appealed, the decree became absolute after three to six months. 

Grounds for divorce                                                                                                                                       

initially only men could petition for divorce solely on the grounds of adultery.                                         

For women requesting divorce, adultery was an additional clause to causes such as bigamy, cruelty or 

desertion.                                                                                                                                                         

The case for adultery required the other party as a co-respondent.                                                              

Husbands could claim damages from co-respondents and also against the property of the wife. 

Amendments to the Matrimonial Causes Act 

1881 - Wives were granted the right to divorce husbands solely on the grounds of adultery.                              

1884 - Maintenance was provided for wives where husbands had no ability to pay.                                        

1892 - Extended the grounds for divorce to include offences such as drunkenness and assault.                                                                    

1923 - Introduction of reciprocal arrangements for enforcing maintenance orders issued in other parts of 

the Commonwealth, including England.                                                                                                                   

1959 – The Commonwealth Matrimonial Causes Act 1959 provided for the uniformity of divorce laws 

across Australia by conferring the Federal Jurisdiction in divorce on the states.                                            

1976 – The Family Law Act 1975 replaced the Matrimonial Causes Act 1959 and established the Family 

Law Court of Australia and the process of no-fault divorce.       
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Our Christmas break-up was a huge success 

thanks to all who attended. A special thankyou 

to ‘Father Christmas’ who surprised us all with 

his visit. 

Valda was our Christmas Fundraiser winner. 

President – Anne Bevis 
Vice President – Peter Brown 
Secretary – Glenys Dempsey 
Treasurer – Pam Harrison 
Gail Adie, Liz. White, Wendy Purtle, Bob Tyler 
Minute taker – Colin Ritchie 
 
Newsletter put together by Anne Bevis and 
Glenys Dempsey 


