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SPECIAL INTEREST 1ST WEDNESDAY 

1 Feb at 6pm – Get together at Won 

 

 

thaggi Town Hall 

15 March at 1. 

10 May – What got you started? 

14 June – Is there an unusual family saying? 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 3RD WEDNESDAY 

15 Feb at 1.30pm 

15 March at 1.30pm – A.G.M. 

22 March – Hand over to new Committee if 

needed 

17 May at 

1.30pm 

  

 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Newsletter of Wonthaggi Genealogy Inc. – October 2017 

SPECIAL INTEREST 1ST WEDNESDAY 

1 Nov – Film No Milk, No Honey 1:30pm 

6 Dec – Christmas Break Up. 

COFFEE MORNINGS 2ND WEDNESDAY 

8 Nov – Have you organised o family 

reunion? 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2nd WEDNESDAY 

8 November at 1.30pm 

Unless otherwise notified 

 

FROM THE DESK 

As this is our last newsletter for the year of 2017 we wish all 

our members a very enjoyable Christmas season and may 

2018 be very good to you. We will be celebrating our 

Christmas Break-up on Wednesday, December 6th. at 12 

midday for a Christmas lunch. Could everyone please bring 

something of significance associated with your Family 

History and a short explanation about the object. We are 

planning a display for the day. I plan to bring my 

Grandmother’s locket with a short explanation about it. 

2 of the new computers have arrived and Pam has installed 

them. That gives us 4 new computers now and we will be 

able to purchase another 2 before the end of the year. We are 

so grateful for the Grant that enabled us to achieve this. We 

have also added a number of new books to our Library, and 

this would not have been possible without the generous 

donation from Geoff.  

Our very sincere thanks go to everyone who has given to the 

Organisation during this last year, whether that has been in 

time (like the Roster volunteers), generous donations of 

money (like the extra that goes in the Pig), the expertise that 

members share with other members and visitors, the cups of 

tea & coffee made for people and the laughter and ideas 

during Coffee Mornings. 

My particular thanks go to the Committee members and in 

particular to the Executive members. They do so much to 

keep the Research Centre running smoothly, despite the 

President’s best efforts to create havoc. Glenys Dempsey, 

Pam Harrison, Peter Brown and Gail Adie take a bow. 

 During our last quarter of the year we have had a very 

interesting talk by Michael Rumpff on tracing your ancestry 

in countries other than United Kingdom, a wonderful 

discussion on D.N.A. with on screen examples by members 

who have had their D.N.A. traced. We had a talk on making 

family history photobooks with various books being 

displayed, and we will finish the year with a film about U.K. 

settlers in Western Australia. 

Anne Bevis, President 

 

 

 

SCATTERED GENES 

Thank you, Pam, for talking with two 

hospital groups about genealogy, on our 

behalf and for all the computer work 

you give up your time to do for W.G.I. 

mailto:secretary@wonthaggigenealogy.org.au
http://www.wonthaggigenealogy.org.au/
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/736x/22/a5/aa/22a5aaaf852a51bc61b1acabe6ae5324--genealogy-quotes-family-genealogy.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/DelrayPalmer/family-history-quotespoems/&docid=AWUg6iA_5_nnSM&tbnid=eqe2r3ayEUCq-M:&vet=10ahUKEwjol-Dx5LrWAhWKx7wKHQeGCGoQMwhRKCEwIQ..i&w=338&h=450&itg=1&hl=en&bih=784&biw=1440&q=genealogy poems and quotes&ved=0ahUKEwjol-Dx5LrWAhWKx7wKHQeGCGoQMwhRKCEwIQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Anne Bevis and Glenys Dempsey represented W.G.I. at Colac and District Family History Group Inc’s 

Weekend of Family History, Friday and Saturday 20th and 21st October. 

On Friday we attended a talk given by Hazel Edwards ‘How to write a non-boring family history’ it was an 

excellent way to spend 3 hours. Hazel had many hints and ideas to help in the writing and publishing of our 

family stories. Anne was inspired to start writing, and in my case a few changes need to be made.                     

After Hazel’s talk Anne and I spent an hour or so wandering the Colac Cemetery. 

On Saturday we enjoyed perusing the various stalls at the genealogy fair, purchasing 5 books for our library.  

1. It’s not all online. 

2. Buried Treasure – what’s in the English Parish Chest? 

3. Family and Local History Resource Directory for Victoria. 

4. Google – the Genealogist’s Friend. 

5. Death Certificates and Archaic Medical Terms.                                      

 Afterwards, we spent quite some time exploring Colac and district even 

venturing up to the look out at Red Rock. 

Anne and I had a great time in Colac. 

Glenys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember our 

Christmas break-up 

December 6th. 

Come along and have a 

relaxing talk with your fellow 

researchers. 

A plate of something to share 

will be most appreciated. 

 

Do you have some time to spare? Like 

helping others? Please give some 

thought to becoming a Duty Member. 

You do not have to know everything, 

learn as you help others. W.G.I. 

cannot work without its volunteers. 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/474x/41/88/d3/4188d3b75a3db45c43f28b4743ed3038--crazy-family-quotes-funny-quotes-about-family.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/21251429463298183/&docid=mLJcYIXOTFAMTM&tbnid=3AXJkzn_drxb1M:&vet=10ahUKEwionLa45brWAhUJgLwKHXYwBnk4ZBAzCBQoEjAS..i&w=350&h=431&hl=en&bih=784&biw=1440&q=genealogy poems and quotes&ved=0ahUKEwionLa45brWAhUJgLwKHXYwBnk4ZBAzCBQoEjAS&iact=mrc&uact=8


P a g e  | 3 

 

RICHARD STEFFAN DAVIS – WELSH COALMINER 

BY Gail Adie 

My Great Great Grandfather Richard Steffan Davis was born in Pontypool Wales in 1816.  He was a Collier by 

profession and in 1835 married Elizabeth Gardener also of Pontypool.  They left Bristol on 21 August 1841 aboard 

the ‘Ward Chipman’ bound for Australia.  They arrived in Portland on 16 December 1841 with their two children 

George age 4 and Elizabeth aged 9 months.  (as fate may have it Elizabeth grew up and married a man named Peter 

Dwyer who arrived here in Australia as a child with his parents aboard the same ship.  Richard and Elizabeth went 

on to have a total of 2 daughters and six sons. 

Richard Davis had red hair and I believe a beautiful singing voice.  He was once quoted in an old letter as being ‘an 

unlettered but plucky straight forward Welshman with the cuticle of a Rhinoceros’.  He was a very skilled Collier 

and claimed he could tell where coal was by the roll of the countryside. 

Shortly after his arrival in Australia he discovered coal at Cape Patterson.  He walked to Melbourne with a bag of 

coal on his back to show Governor Latrobe but was unable to secure a mining lease at that time. On his return journey 

he carried a bag of flour divided in half first carrying one half then returning for the other he proceeded in this way 

all the way back to his camp a distance of about 100 miles.  With a large family to support he and his family moved 

to South Australia and he worked in the Burra Copper Mines for the next 8 or so years. 

In 1882 he returned to Victoria and worked on the Goldfields at Moonlight Flat, Forrest Creek near Castlemaine.  

While he was there he heard of a Newspaper advertisement in which the Government were offering a reward of 1,000 

pounds for the discovery of a workable coal seam.  A friend wrote a letter for Davis claiming the reward, but no 

answer was received. 

Davis then worked coal seams at Cape Patterson, Kilcunda and Griffiths Point (San Remo).  Davis had been in contact 

several times with Governor Latrobe and was eventually given a lease of 700 acres and he discovered a seam called 

the ‘Reward’ also established the ‘Rock and Queen’ but had until that stage still been unable to claim his reward.  

The Government contracted Davis to clean out the Reward shaft but Selwyn (the Government Surveyor) did 

everything he could to hinder Davis.   Without going into a long-winded story about these hindrances, Selwyn 

reported that Davis had failed to finish the work as was contracted.   

In August 1863 there was a Board of Enquiry formed to enquire into the claims of Richard Davis, Cape Patterson 

Coal miner to the reward of 1,000 pounds offered by the Government in the year 1852 for the Discovery of an 

Available Coalfield. 

The Board found that Davis and his large family had suffered a great injustice by the non-payment of the reward 

many years ago and the actions of Selwyn were far from that of a gentleman.  He did everything he could to hinder 

Davis in his claim and then rather than answer to his conduct was absent from the colony at the time of the enquiry 

The findings of the board after several days of extensive examination of letters and reports made available, 

questioning of Davis and others, the Board was of the unanimous opinion that Richard Davis is fully entitled to the 

said reward of 1,000 pound together with interest on the amount as the first and sole discoverer of an available coal-

field in Victoria. 

In 1867 he purchased 12 acres in San Remo where he lived with his family until his death in 1879 aged 62.  The 

cause of death was listed as advancing years and ill health due to a fall some years earlier. 

His family continued to live in the San Remo/Kilcunda area and many descendants of Richard Davis still reside in 

the area today. 

 

 

 Member contributions to the Newsletter are always welcome. 
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ENGLISH & WELSH 

BIRTH & DEATH CERTIFICATES. 

 

 

For those researchers looking to purchase English or Welsh Birth and Death Certificates, here is an article from the 

Genealogy & History News  that will interest you, submitted by member Beryl Farr 

England’s General Register Office (GRO) is the place that “maintains the national archive of all births, marriages 

and deaths dating back to 1837” for England and Wales, and is also the place to order English and Welsh BDM 

certificates dating back to 1837, when civil registration was introduced. 

Late last year the GRO ran a short trial period offering PDF copies of certificates which were not only cheaper (£6 

instead of the standard £9.25), but were also emailed to you, rather than having to wait weeks for paper copies to 

arrive in the mail. 

Now a second trial period has just been announced – and this time it’s going to run for “a minimum of 3 months”, 

so you have time to work out what you want and need. 

The announcement says the following: 

The GRO is piloting a service from 12 October 2017 to provide portable document format (PDF) copies of 

digitised historical birth and death records. The pilot will run for a minimum of 3 months to enable GRO to assess 

the demand for this service over a prolonged period. 

Applications for each PDF cost £6, must be made online, AND include a GRO index reference. 

England and Wales records which are available as PDFs in this extended pilot include: 

Births 1837-1916, Deaths 1837-1957 [note, no marriages]. 

Note, there is a slight change to the previous trial, as the PDF will be available to download from your account 

page on the GRO site for a period (3 months), rather than sent as an email attachment. And once the 3-month 

period is up, it will simply be removed. 

You can search the GRO indexes for free, and to do so simply login (or create an account if you haven’t one 

already), then click on “Search the GRO Indexes”. The new index has been created from the records digitised at 

GRO. and currently includes births from 1837 to 1916 and deaths from 1837 to 1957, but not marriages, which 

have not yet been digitised. Also note, their indexes allow you to use maiden name when searching for females. 

For more FAQs in relation to ordering certificates (including PDF certificates), from the GRO, please go to 

http://www.gro.go 

 

 

 

President – Anne Bevis 
Vice President – Peter Brown 
Secretary – Glenys Dempsey 
Treasurer – Pam Harrison 
Gail Adie, Liz. White, Wendy Purtle, Bob Tyler 
Minute taker – Colin Ritchie 
 
Newsletter put together by Gail Adie,                   
Anne Bevis and Glenys Dempsey 

https://www.gouldgenealogy.com/
https://www.gro.gov.au/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/

