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FROM THE DESK   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT FEBRUARY 

2020 

Welcome back for another year of happy 

searching for your ancestors and relations. We 

have heard of some amazing stories of 

incredible finds in 2019 and we are sure that 

the same thing will happen in 2020. 

How our lives have changed over the 

Christmas break! When we had our break-up 

lunch who knew what the future had in store 

for our state, our country. How generous 

everyone around the world has been? We 

have a long way to go and it will not be easy. 

On a more personal note, I will be retiring at 

the A.G.M. as my health is a bit problematic 

at the moment and I am unsure of what the 

future holds for me. My heartfelt thanks go 

out to so many of the members for all the 

friendship that they have extended to me over 

the years that I have been at W.G.I. and in 

particular to the Committee members who 

have always been so supportive. I will 

continue as a member and so hopefully will 

be able to catch up with you all and I know 

that I leave the organisation in very capable 

hands. 

Anne Bevis, President 
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W.G.I. CALENDAR 2020 

FEBRUARY 

Wed. 5th - Talk – “Safeguarding your research”. 

1:30pm in Research Room (Anne) 

Wed. 19th - Coffee Morning 10:30-12:00 noon      

(Family Saying) 

MARCH 

Wed. 11th- A.G.M. - 1:30pm 

Wed. 18th –Coffee Morning. 10:30 - 12:00 noon                                       

Handover of Duties 1pm  

APRIL 

Sat. 4th –Talk ‘Ancestry’– Pam, in Library - 

1:30pm 

Wed. 15th –Coffee Morning. 10:30 – 12:00 noon 

MAY 

Wed. 13th –Committee Meeting 1pm 

General Meeting 2:30pm 

Wed. 20th – Coffee Morning. 10:30 – 12 noon 

JUNE 

Wed. 3rd – Talk – ‘The Genealogist’ in Rooms 

1:30pm 

Wed. 17th – Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:00 noon                                        

JULY 

Wed. 8th – Committee Meeting 1pm 

General Meeting 2:30pm 

Wed. 15th - Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:00 noon 

AUGUST 

Wed. 5th – Talk – ‘Trove’ in Rooms 1:30pm 

Wed. 19th – Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:00 noon   

SEPTEMBER 

Wed. 9th – Committee Meeting 1pm 

General Meeting 2:30pm 

Wed. 16th - Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:00 noon 

OCTOBER 

Wed. 7th – Talk – To be announced (Library?) 

Wed. 21st - Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:00 noon  

NOVEMBER 

Wed. 11th - Committee Meeting 1pm 

General Meeting 2:30pm 

Wed. 18th - Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:00 noon 

DECEMBER 

Wed. 9th Christmas Break up. 
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A copy of a new magazine ‘Traces’ is now available for you to 

read. ‘Traces’ contains some great new online sites for all over 

the world as well as some very interesting stories from 

Australia’s past. This magazine is certainly a great read.                         

The magazine needs to be read in the research room and cannot 

be signed out. 

DAYF  

 

 

From 

At the January Coffee Morning Colin Ritchie told those present of an online site he had found that will give 

you the prevalence of any surname you care to type into the search box. I chose an unusual and a common 

surname search and this is what the site came up with. There can also be found a list of countries with Place, 

Incidence, Frequency and Rank of your surname. forebears.10/surnames 

Excellent site but I have to admit that time disappears quickly (A bit like it does on Trove).   

These surname searches are the most recent but there are several dates that you can research, the earliest 

being 1880. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks Colin. 

 

As you are be aware the A.G.M. for W.G.I. will be held 

on the 11th March 2020 in the research room @ 1:30pm 

and it would be wonderful to see as many members 

there as possible. Do have any great ideas about the 

running of W.G.I.? Well, you will soon be receiving your 

nomination forms so please give some serious thought 

about standing for a position on your committee.  
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Facts & Finds from Findmypast 

During his brief 37 years of life, celebrated 

Scottish poet Robbie Burns fathered 12 

children with four different women, His    

first child, Elizabeth Paton Burns, was born   

in 1785 to his mother's servant. Through his 

twelve children, Burns has over 600 living 

descendants. 

 

 

 

                   

                     Does anybody else do this? 

                 

HELP WANTED 

Has any Member found a particularly 

interesting ancestor? If so, please write a 

story about them and I will print it in the 

next Newsletter. Whether you have an 

interesting ancestor, have read a good 

genealogical focused book, want your 

membership profile published or have hit 

a brick wall and need help. This 

Newsletter is for you so I would love 

your contributions. 

Gould has given a little taste of who will be appearing 

on Who Do You Think You Are 2020. 

1. Lisa Wilkinson, T.V. presenter 

2. Bert Newton, Broadcasting Legend 

3. Troy Cassar-Daley, Country Music Star 

 

Brompton, London, England, Cemetery Registers, 

1840-2012 

Scotland, Ireland and Wales, Militia Attestation Papers 

1800 – 1915 

 

FamilySearch expanded its free online archives in 

November of 2019 with nearly 19 million new indexed 

family history records and over 760 thousand digital 

images from all over the world. New historical records 

were added from

American Samoa, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, England, 

Finland, France, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, New 

Zealand, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Puerto Rico, Samoa, 

Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sweden, the United 

Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, 

Zimbabwe, and the United States, which 

includes Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 

Georgia, Hawaii, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 

Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Montana, New 

York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 

South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. 
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         President: Anne Bevis 

         Vice President: Peter Brown 

         Secretary: Marj Scarse/ John Jacob 

         Treasurer: Pam Harrison 

         Committee Members: John Jacob,  

         Gail Adie, Bob Tyler and 

          Glenys Dempsey.                                                                                                                   

 

 

W.G.I. Christmas Break    

up – 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

      

        

A lovely Lunch was supplied and enjoyed by all those 

members that came along to celebrate another successful 

year at W.G.I. Celebrating with fellow researchers, there 

was lots of eating and talking except for one young visitor 

who found it all a little too much and slept peacefully 

through most of the festivities. 

Congratulations to the Christmas 

Fundraiser winners. 

1. David (Black ticket B 46) 

2. Kimberley (Orange ticket C 27) 

3. John J. (Purple ticket D 87) 


